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DALUHAY BOARD  
QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER 

Daluhay is a non-profit non-government 
organization based in Baler, Aurora  
Province, Philippines. We aim to sustain 
the flow of life by becoming catalysts in 
strengthening the link between people 
and their environment from ridge to reef 
through a multi-stakeholder approach to 
biodiversity conservation. 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 
Magandang Daloy ng Buhay!  
 
As incoming Editor, a big thank you to 
my predecessor, Ms Shan Alejos for her 
heart and soul dedication to the Daluhay 
Quarterly. Shan’s efforts lit the path to 
transform the Daluhay Q into an interna-
tionally recognized publication. I would 
also like to welcome Mr. Arnel Delas Alas 
to the position of Q Managing Editor. In 
2023, I hope to focus on the synergies 
created by science that involves culture, 
communities and sustainability, as we aim 
to deliver hope through global thinking 
and local action.  

 
- P. Watts  

                 

Clinging to Life! 
 
“Naiisip ko, mahirap na siyang ibalik sa 
dati kasi parang sadyang mangyayari ang 
mga bagay na ito. Dahil sa ginagawa ng 
iba, naapektuhang ang iba na may 
pagpapahalaga sa kalikasan. Dahil sa 
teknolohiya, ang pag unlad ay sa ngalan 
na ng pagkasira at pagwawalang bahala 
sa ating kapaligiran. Ngayon pa lang, 
dapat ay gisingin o magising na tayo sa 
mga bagay na nangyayari sa atin. Dahil 
kahit ang mga hayop ngayon ay nawawa-
lan na ng tirahan, darating ang araw na 
tayo man, ay pwede ring mawalan ng ta-
hanan.” 

Bris delas Alas 
Farmer 
Natural Farming Advocate 

 

Biodiversity is 
our planet’s 
wealth. !! 
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AURORA WELCOMES THE UNITED NATIONS 

Making A Way for A New Beginning 

 

Aurora eagerly welcomes the seventh phase of the Small 
Grants Programme (SGP7) implemented by the United Na-
tions Development Programme - Global Environment Fa-
cility and the Department of Environment and Natural Re-
sources (DENR). For the first time SGP-Philippines has a 
non-government implementing partner, the Foundation 
for the Philippine Environment. SGP7 aims to build socio-
ecological and economic resilience in 4 priority sites in the 
Philippines:  1) Aurora Province in Sierra Madre, 2) Catubig 
Watershed in Samar Island, 3) Siargao Island Protected 
Landscape-Seascape and 4)  Northern Palawan’s Calami-
anes Islands. Grants to civil society organizations (CSOs) 
will support biodiversity conservation, restoration and local 
economies.  A community-based approach to landscape/
seascape strategies will model enhanced ecosystem ser-
vices and biodiversity, sustain production systems through 
integrated agroecological practices, promote ecofriendly, 
climate-adaptive small-scale enterprises and strengthen 
multi-stakeholder governance platforms through effective 
participatory decision-making.  

Mr. Errol A. Gatumbato, National Coordinator GEF Small Grants Programme -7 Project Management Unit stating the dates of activities that will 
be conducted. 

Ms. Gelli Jamaica Felices  of the Foundation for the Philippine Environ-
ment explaining the  Biodiversity Friendly Enterprise Pillars. 
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Daluhay Executive Director Marivic Pajaro and Mr. Joel Guera exchanges ideas on the issue determination and action planning activity while Mr. 
Eduardo Orozco of DICADI Agricultural Cooperative continue on his writing task. 

The recent Aurora inception workshop superbly hosted by Bay’s Inn Resort, brought together organizational rep-
resentatives from the Indigenous Peoples, other Community-Based groups, non-government organizations, 
DENR-Aurora, and local government units for orientation on project governance and implementation. Critically, 
this involved review and validation of the Results Framework. The CSOs presented their initial project concepts for 
input, including maternal reserve establishment, Indigenous management, strengthening of ancestral forest pro-
tection, and magnifying organic farming practices through establishment of schools. In a separate SGP7 Land-
scape Consultation Workshop, Aurora representatives agreed to focus on watersheds as the strategic manage-
ment unit. Daluhay, as a previous strategic partner of SGP (fifth phase), will facilitate civil society engagement on 
SGP7-Aurora implementation.   

Mr. Eduardo Orozco of the DICADI Agricultural Cooperative reporting the eventualities of the workshop that the group have undergone. 
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Marine Protected Area. What For? 
A Step Towards Food Security 

5 

Mr. Teodoro “Ted” Torio, a decadal Daluhay Associate explaining how can the government helps in the activities of the Municipal  
Fisheries and Aquatic Resource Management Council. 

 

A marine protected area (MPA) is a section of the ocean where a government has placed limits on human activity. 
Many MPAs allow people to use the area in ways that do not damage the environment. Some ban fishing. The 
strictest type of MPA protection does not allow human entry at all. This prevents people from both fishing and dis-
turbing delicate habitats. No-entry MPAs tend to be small and are often used for research. In some MPAs, fishing 
and collecting are not allowed, but people can enter and use it for recreation, such as snorkeling or swimming. 
 
In multiple-use MPAs, some fishing is allowed. Daluhay works across Aurora to help develop the ecological contri-
bution of the MPA network. Herein, Aurora MPA network partners exchange information and collaborate, co-
sponsored by our partner Keidanren. 
 
MPAs can help restore degraded habitats. Ocean threats include overfishing, litter, other forms of water pollution, 
and climate change. These threats have caused a decline in the population of many sea creatures, fish, marine 
mammals and reduce global food security. 
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 Casiguran MENRO Jestonee Bitong and MFARMC Chair Mr. Jose Ariel Reyes answers the leveling up questionnaires in the recently held 
workshop on Strengthening the Municipal Fisheries and Aquatic Resource  Management Council last November 28—29, 2022. 

 

Many MPAs focus on protecting marine habitats and the variety of life that they support. Some MPAs conserve his-
toric sites such as shipwrecks, while others ensure that resources are sustainable—that they will not run out. 
 
By having limits that prevent overfishing, these MPAs ensure that fish can reproduce and maintain healthy popula-
tions. This is aimed at enabling people to fish year after year, maintaining their way of life. 
 
The Philippine has established many MPAs, perhaps best managed by fisherfolk themselves (DOI: 10.1007/s10393-010-
0334-x). At some MPAs, the level of protection remains the same year-round. At others, people are only barred from 
an area during certain seasons, often when vital species are breeding. Ecological goals often require interjurisdictional 
planning. Daluhay also facilitates bioregional MPA networks, a critical step for sustainability plans when local harvest 
is from a shared fish stock. 
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Progress on Maternal Nutrition  

Mitigating Childhood Stunting and Wasting  

 

Dr. Merill A. Danay (At the back), of the Municipal Health Office of Casiguran eagerly observed the presentation on the recently held Maternal 
Health workshop aiming to have a Sustainable Food System to lessen and end the protein deficiency problem in the area. 

In the past year, Daluhay placed a priority on coastal maternal nutrition. An ever expanding partnership is responding 
to this priority through an information and education campaign and direct action on maternal diets. The partnership 
includes Aurora Health, the international Satoyama Initiative, and representatives from the barangays of Cozo, Culat 
and Esteves in the Municipality of Casiguran. The focus is on Maternal Ecohealth and enhanced local food systems. 

Our very own Daniel Amores of Daluhay explaining the flow of an 
activity held during the Maternal Health workshop. 

Alta leader  Zaira dela Cruz sharing the result of their group activity. 
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From these activities, BHWs were able to identify and prioritize issues concerning health of mothers, children, 
and the environment. Proposed action plans include the following: localized complementary feeding programs 
in the form of a community-based nutrition post, enhanced information campaigns, regulations on gleaning, 
institutionalization of maternal reserve and supplementary livelihoods to mitigate socioeconomic stress that 
contributes to a high incidence of child stunting and wasting. This ongoing work is part of Daluhay’s initiative to 
develop national/international support for maternal health as one response to chromic Philippine childhood 
malnutrition. Aurora is the focal site for a ridge to reef consideration of targeted environmental action on Ma-
ternal Ecohealth (doi.org/10.37801/ajad2021.18.2.5). 

 

 

A local food systems survey with pregnant and lactating 
mothers was validated through a feedback session. This in-
cluded detailed descriptions of food access strategies, and 
socioeconomic factors. Previous Focus Group Discussions 
were summarized through a food asset map, food frequency 
table, and a description of sociocultural norms. In December, 
a participatory food systems planning workshop was con-
ducted, attended by the Barangay Health Workers (BHWs) 
that have been trained on Maternal Ecohealth, along with 
other barangay stakeholders. Results were then presented to 
the Casiguran Health Officer as draft action plans. One goal 
for 2023, is to have the plans supported by a local maternal 
health ordinance. 

BHW of Barangay Cozo attentively listen to the presentation 
of the result of their issue determination activity. 

Dr. Merill Danay, Municipal Health Officer of Casiguran assures the workshop participants about the support of his office on the plan activities. 
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Indigenous People and local communities are central to the future of biodiversity conservation. Indigenous traditional 
knowledge and local practices are increasingly used to formulate policies globally, in part through Indigenous Communi-
ty Conserved Areas and Territories (ICCA) that emphasize traditional governance. The Samahan ng Bantay Kalikasan at 
Lupaing Ninuno (SUBKAL’N) organization of Indigenous volunteer forest guards in San Luis Aurora, Philippines, is taking 
the lead to protect and manage their Ancestral Domain as an ICCA .  

The legal identity of SUBKAL’N forest guards supports their continuous defense of their Ancestral Domain against defor-
estation, encroachment and illegal timber poaching, Since January 2020, and in partnership with the Rainforest Trust and 
Daluhay, SUBKAL’N has led the implementation of the project Indigenous Communities Saving the Philippine Eagle, a 
global model for conservation (doi.org/10.3356/JRR-20-118). This inherent Indigenous awareness of the importance of 
biodiversity is directly connected to their culture and traditions. Through these efforts, the Indigenous forest guards have 
become even more determined to defend and protect their land, although their development path includes community 
challenges of food insecurity and other forms of poverty, 

However, without any direct government funds, SUBKAL’N continues to take the lead to conserve and protect their 
homeland and its globally significant biodiversity for future generations. Currently, SUBKAL’N works on the ground 
through a partnership with Daluhay and the Forest Conservation Fund towards the main objective of restoring portions 
of degraded ancestral forests with native tree species. This project is their stepping-stone towards self-determination, 
poverty reduction, the future of the Philippine Eagles and saving their ancestral homelands. Indeed, this Indigenous Com-
munity leads by example in the best practices of conservation, deserving of both recognition and further support.   

(Left) Indigenous Forest Guard poses for a picture after a long day planting activity. (Right) A picture of one of the Forest  Guard during the  

activity. 

SUBKAL’N:  
Conservation of Indigenous  

Ancestral Forests and Tribal Futures  
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Daluhay Executive Director Marivic Pajaro listens to Casiguran MENRO Jestonee Bitong on the Forest Conservation workshop carrying the 
project of the conservation of the Golden Crowned Flying Fox. 

Biocultural Heritage of the  
Sierra Madre Forests:  

The Golden-Crowned Flying Fox  

The Sierra Madre mountain range and Aurora province, are globally recognized as key biodiversity areas with a rich 
biocultural heritage in need of protection. Aside from the critically endangered Philippine Eagle, (Pithecophaga jef-
feryi), the area is also home to another endemic species, the Giant Golden-Crowned Flying Fox or GCFF (Acerodon 
jubatus), locally known as “Kalabing". Pressure from hunting and habitat loss have caused their populations to se-
verely decline. Disturbance of roost sites can also cause the mom to abandon their pups.  Believed to be the largest 
bat in the world, its wingspan averages  1.5 meters and can weigh up to 1.4 kg. GCFF is a keystone species that dis-
perses large seeds to support successional forest growth.  

Chieftain Zaira dela Cruz of Agta Tribe from Casiguran discusses the monitoring of Integrated Social Forestry (ISF) program. 
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Daluhay Executive Director Marivic Pajaro and Daniel Amores poses with the participants of the recently held workshop for the forest 
conservation of the Sierra Madre Mountain Range carrying the flagship project on the preservation of the Golden Crowned Flying Fox 

Saving the kalabing requires harmonizing different government mandates and civil society. Collaborative initiatives 
involving  Indigenous Peoples (IP), Government Agencies, the Military  and Civil Society Organizations are proving 
instrumental in actualizing species’ conservation plans. In December 2022, Casiguran’s Municipal Environment and 
Natural Resources Office (led by Forester Jestonee Bitong’s focal address) hosted a multi-stakeholder inception 
workshop on protecting the northern Aurora ancestral forests using GCFF as the flagship. Participants from the 
towns of Dilasag, Casiguran and Dinalungan (DICADI) presented their plans and programs on forest protection. Reg-
ular communication and close coordinating mechanisms were then agreed upon.  With support from the Stichting 
Otter Fonds, Daluhay will promote GCFF conservation by establishing a local science of assessment, monitoring, and 
developing a community-based valuation for this species to guide plans and policies towards  bioculturally sensitive 
management of the species. Parallel emphasis is on Indigenous food-security and livelihood alternatives. Protecting 
GCFF, will  also mean protecting the whole forest ecosystem and the cultural heritage of the Indigenous Peoples.   

(Left) Dr. Marivic Pajaro, Executive Director of Daluhay listens to PLT Reynaldo Casamina of the PNP expressing their support on the GCFF 
project. (Right) DENR For. Edwin Agbayani answers Chieftain Zaira dela Cruz of the Agta Tribe in Cozo, Casiguran  on her report of the ISF 

program. 
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THE TEAM 

The DALUHAY team consists of a dedicated 
Board of Directors, other volunteers and  
contractual  front-line community workers  
applying their passion  for sustainable  
development through contractual  opportunities.  
Current team members and their areas of overall 
contribution are:  

DALUHAY BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

Atty. Sharon Teh 
Chair of the Board 

 
Dr. Paul Watts 

President and Vice Chair of the Board 
  

Dr. Purisima Juico 
Secretary/Treasurer and Founding Board Member 

 

THEMATIC BOARD MEMBERS 
 

Anton Domingo 
Communication 

 
Melissa Villanueva 

Biocultural Resillience 
 

Joanna Imsum-Lim 
Maternal and Child Health 

 
Dr. Eulalio Guieb III 

Community Development 
 

ASSOCIATE BOARD MEMBERS  
 

Dr. (h.c.) Matt Blackburn 
(United Kingdom) 

 
Dr. Andrea Ulrich 

(Switzerland) 
 

Gian Valenzuela 
(New York) 

 
Dr. Alexander Stuart 
(United Kingdom) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

FRONT-LINE COMMUNITY WORKERS  
 

Dr. Marivic Pajaro  
Executive Director  

 
Mary Shan Faye Alejos  

Natural Resource Management  
Specialist & Q Editor 

  
For. Marilyn Dela Torre  

Forest Management Specialist 
 

Daniel Amores 
Administration & Finance Officer 

 
Isabell Kittel 

Research & Development Associate 
 

Ria Esteves 
Community Development Coordinator 

 
Marco Yambot 

Livelihood and Enterprise  
Development Consultant 

 
Arnel delas Alas 

Training Specialist & Q Managing Editor 
 

Roel Sindac 
Community Development Assistant 

 
Karen Joy Virey 

Bookkeeper 
 
 
 
 


