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DALUHAY BOARD
QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER
Daluhay is a non-profit nongovernment organization based in
Baler, Aurora Province, Philippines. We
aim to sustain the flow of life by
becoming catalysts in strengthening
the link between people and their
environment from ridge to reef
through a multi-stakeholder approach
to biodiversity conservation.

WARMEST WELCOME TO YOU!
Daluhay
evolves
with
the
communities we serve. Change is
inevitable, the management of
change is our measure; change
within in the world, the Philippines,
Aurora province and change within
ourselves. We welcome you, dear
readers, to this Quarter where we
celebrate new partnerships that
open up new opportunities to
catalyze positive change in the
health of the people and that of the
environment they depend upon.
Daluhay continues with its mission
from here, onwards and upwards.
Sincerely,
Paul D. Watts, Dr. Sc.
President
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SATOYAMA INITIATIVE
Socio-Ecological Production Landscapes and Seascapes

Daluhay has become a member of the International Partnership for the Satoyama Initiative (SI). This
partnership involves almost 300 organizations globally, all working on the concept of Socio-Ecological
Production Landscapes and Seascapes (SEPLS). Our work on Ethnoecology and program institutionalization
proved to be a great fit with the SI and Daluhay was subsequently selected as a recipient of the Satoyama
Development Mechanism funding (see below) and to be part of the Satoyoma sub-committee for the next
decadal strategic action plan. Daluhay has moved to the forefront of planning, development and action
research on international approaches to harmonizing ecocentric and anthropocentric values, linked to food
system security. While Daluhay’s projects continue to expand, the October 2021 meetings of the Convention
on Biological Diversity reported that the world has been unable to meet any of the conservation goals set for
the year 2020. Clearly, there is a need for dramatic changes at the level of national programming, not just in
the Philippines, but globally. Daluhay is also moving forward to utilize the completed fisherfolk cultural study
on collaborative education for sustainability at the bioregional level, critical for the sharing of pelagic fish
stocks. It is hoped that soon, Daluhay will be able to develop a model for a bioregional approach to
sustainability, food security and a reflexive skill-based education program in the North Philippine Sea.
Partnerships on this include SI (satoyama.org), the Technical Education and Service Development Authority
(TESDA) and our social-artistry partners the Bagong Lumad Artist’s’ Foundation Inc. (BLAFI), led by the iconic
song writer and musician, Joey Ayala. The development of this program began with BLAFI ten years ago and
has included many small steps forward to reach the point of implementing a pilot program that involves
certified coastal resource management skills, providing a new model for global sustainability.
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Maternal Food Systems Project
Launching on November 2021
in partnership with Satoyama Initiative

Project Coordinator, Shan Alejos, explaining the flow of the project during the TWG orientation
A mother gleaning in an intertidal area to gather invertebrates for food.

Daluhay’s newest project on Institutionalizing Ridge to Reef Maternal Food Systems with Indigenous Ancestral
Domain Communities of the Sierra Madre Biodiversity Corridor and the North Philippine Sea Marine Bioregion
through the Satoyama Development Mechanism (SDM) Grant will be launched in November. We are one of the
6 projects selected from among the submitted proposals of International Partnership for the Satoyama Initiative
(IPSI) partners. The SDM is supported by the United Nations University Institute for the Advanced Study of
Sustainability, the Institute for Global Environmental Strategies and the Ministry of the Environment of Japan to
collaboratively facilitate the further implementation of activities under the framework of IPSI which promotes the
sustainable use of Socio-Ecological Production Landscapes and Seascapes (SEPLS). Through this project, we will
be partnering with the Agta Indigenous communities and aim to: i) train a pool of Maternal Ecohealth workers
and build their capacities on maternal nutrition assessment and communication and raising public awareness, ii)
establish maternal ecosystem reserves to ensure access and availability of protein sources for families in
indigenous communities in northern Aurora Province and iii) formulate a strategic food systems plan. Daluhay
Board Member and thematic leader for Maternal Health, Ms. Joanna (Joey) Maria Paola I. Lim, herself a mother
of two wonderful kids, will help steer this new project in achieving its goals. Over several years, Joey has been
instrumental in the development of the Action Research to integrate maternal health into Daluhay’s Coastal
Resource Management programming. We are excited to have this opportunity to demonstrate the development
of a program for the IPSI as part of our ongoing relationship development regarding the SEPLS concept that is
very similar to Daluhay’s foundational concept of Ethnoecology. A great partnership in the making!
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Science-based Planning
Celebrate the Maritime and Archipelagic Nation Awareness Month
in partnership with Foundation for the Philippine Environment

Project Coordinator, Shan Alejos, explaining the flow of the project during the TWG orientation
Dr. Marivic Pajaro and Jeffrey Natividad pose for the camera for the Underwater Survey in Dilasag

Last September, Daluhay celebrated the Maritime and Archipelagic Awareness Month with LGU partners and
stakeholders in Coastal Resource Management (CRM). Participatory Coastal Resource Assessment (PCRA) in
Baler, Dinalungan and, Dilasag was conducted with Provincial and Municipal LGUs, National Agencies including
BFAR and DENR, fisherfolks and other stakeholders. Participants included the members of the technical working
group created composed of representatives from various stakeholder groups including fisherfolks, barangay
council members among others. Data were collected through one-on-one interviews, focus group discussions,
and biophysical assessments. The pertinent information obtained on the socio-economics and ecological
parameters provides the formulation of the coastal environmental profile of Dilasag which will be used as guide
in establishing Marine Protected Areas and in updating the Marine Protected Area Management Plan of Baler.

Updating Integrated Coastal Resource Management Plan of Casiguran was also accomplished through the
Municipal Environment and Natural Resources Office. The updating of the ICRM Plan of the municipality is crucial
to address issues, mainstream development plans and develop a ridge to reef approach to marine biodiversity
conservation and sustainable development.
The established partnership of Daluhay with different offices and groups allowed the continuous progress of the
province towards a participative and inclusive marine biodiversity conservation and sustainable development.
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Sierra Madre and PAs
Inclusive, Collaborative and Sustainable
in partnership with Dinadiawan River Protected Landscape Office

Projectdf Coordinator, Shan Alejos, explaining the flow of the project during the TWG orientation
Youth representative from DRPL occupants conducting BDH measurements during the participative flora assessment

Daluhay celebrates Save Sierra Madre (SMM) Day as an important reminder for every one of us who
continuously benefit from the services provided by the majestic Mountain Range. Our forests play an important
role in maintaining the health of all life forms including the mitigation to climate change. Strategic conservation
of protected areas in the SMM involves the active role of communities that directly benefit from its ecosystem
services. The participation of these primary stakeholders holds a key factor in the formulation of appropriate and
timely plans for the area. Saving SMM does not only mean conserving its diverse and endemic flora and fauna
but
also
protecting
the
home
of
different
communities
that
rely
on
it.
One of the protected areas (PAs) in the SMM is the Dinadiawan River Protected Landscape (DRPL). Daluhay,
together with the DRPL Office led a participatory approach to the updating of the management plan of the
protected landscape. Actual Participatory Resource Assessments with representatives from DRPL occupants were
conducted to gather information that describes the current status of the flora and fauna in the area as well at its
riverine ecosystem. Key informant interviews were also conducted to describe the socioeconomic status of the
DRPL occupants and how it relates with the status of the environment in the area.
The forest ecosystem of DRPL was found to hold diverse flora and fauna species. However, different issues like
water scarcity and illegal activities are present which clearly relates to the insufficient income and livelihood
opportunities in the area, among other factors. All data gathered were analyzed and validated accordingly to
serve as bases in updating the Protected Area Management Plan of DRPL with the active participation of the
Protected Area Management Board and primary stakeholders in a planning workshop.
With inclusive, sustainable and collaborative approach to protected area management, the conservation of DRPL
is hoped to substantially contribute to saving our beloved Sierra Madre Mountain Range.
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Out in the World
Life in the field
A Daluhay Original Series

Projectdf Coordinator, Shan Alejos, explaining the flow of the project during the TWG orientation
Daluhay Research Assistant Shan Alejos (left) conducting a seagrass assessment with CENRO-Dingalan representative
in the Baler Seagrass Mangrove Protected Area

Besides going through books, journals, and websites, a researcher is also expected to do actual observations and
data gathering. We call it fieldwork. And while it is easy to romanticize the concept—this is the chance to
become one with nature and explore different perspectives, after all—life in the field is different in the actual
shoes of a community worker for nature conservation.
What is life in the field?
I think about the time I had to travel countless hours all by myself to a place with a local language I did not
speak. Or that time I almost missed the last Roro for taking a power nap at the port. There was also one event
when I came home from fieldwork finding finger size leeches under my pants when I was about to take a shower.
It would be an understatement to say that there are challenges.
Building rapport with the community and showing them how pure our intentions are is not that easy since some
communities have been tricked or have bad history with other NGOs. We do our best to let them understand
that they can express themselves freely and we wish to build a bridge for them to work with other stakeholders
more effectively.
A flexible communication strategy is also a must – depending on the community – some are not comfortable
with tools we are comfortable with. You have to be sensitive and responsive to their needs and what they can
relate with to ensure that the message is fully processed. Some speak in other languages while some are shy but
7

Vol 6 Issue 4 October 2021

7

once they break out of their shell- you meet very genuine people that truly care for their environment and
community. Sometimes it takes us more time than expected to achieve a certain goal that’s alright because the
output is solely from the community and was not spoon-fed to them.
One of the biggest challenges is balancing efforts for nature, culture AND livelihood. There is a struggle among
some citizens between participating in 3-day workshops and passing on the opportunity to work instead & bring
food to the table while the threat of Indigenous cultures slowly dying across generations exists which could lead
to further degradation of the natural environment. Moreover, too many prohibitions to protect biodiversity could
also leave people hungry. Even though addressing urgent socio economic issues are important, taking the route
with nature and culture preservation is the sustainable way to go.
People expect to learn from us but in reality, we also learn from them. Field nights are spent encoding hundreds
of information gathered in photos, graphs, drawings, paragraphs, songs and tables etc. needed to be processed
and turned into a technical report.

Projectdf Coordinator, Shan Alejos, explaining the flow of the project during the TWG orientation

But what makes life in the field worth all this?
The capacity of stakeholders – the primary resource users- to become healers of the environment they depend
upon are built to sustain efforts even after the project ends.
You get to see nature, the perspective of people young and old, and different characters that come together for
a positive goal.
Life in the field is the realization of a researcher’s plans, plus more. It is where we usually come home with more
than what we expect. Where we see and experience the issues in an area that could be overlooked by table
planning. Where we hear small but important details that the community is concerned about but was never
heard/ addressed in the past.
In the field, we witness things in the eyes of the community. See, we find ourselves lost in the middle of pouring
rain, in a place that speaks a different language yet we come back home to Daluhay with a stronger sense of
conservation, ready to use our talents to serve nature and the people that depend upon it.
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THE TEAM
The DALUHAY team consists of a
dedicated Board of Directors, other
volunteers and contractual front-line
community workers applying their
passion for sustainable development
through contractual
opportunities.
Current team members and their
areas of overall contribution are:

DALUHAY BOARD OF DIRECTORS

FRONT-LINE COMMUNITY WORKERS

Atty. Sharon Teh
Chair of the Board

Dr. Marivic Pajaro
Executive Director

Dr. Paul Watts
President and Vice Chair of the Board

Mark Edison Raquino
Research & Development Coordinator

Dr. Purisima Juico
Secretary/Treasurer

Marilyn Dela Torre
Forest Specialist & Researcher

THEMATIC BOARD MEMBERS

Mary Shan Faye Alejos
Communication and Livelihood Specialist ,
Researcher & Q Editor

Joanna Maria Paola Lim
Maternal and Child Health
Dr. Eulalio Guieb III
Community Development
Melissa Villanueva
Biocultural Resilience

ASSOCIATE BOARD MEMBERS
Dr. (h.c.) Matt Blackburn
(United Kingdom)

Daniel Amores
Community Development Assistant
Jeffrey Natividad
Community Networking Assistant
Marco Yambot
Administration & Finance Officer
Karen Joy Virrey
Bookkeeper

Danielle Uy
Q Volunteer Editor

Dr. Andrea Ulrich
(Switzerland)
Gian Valenzuela
(New York)
Dr. Alexander Stuart
(United Kingdom)
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We’d love to hear from you!
Did you enjoy reading any of the articles? We are
open to your insights regarding our stories. Do you
think we can collaborate in the future? To learn more
about our projects and activities, you may visit our
website www.daluhay.org or you can send us an
email at daloyngbuhay@daluhay.org. We will get
back to you as soon as we can.

The DALUHAY QUARTERLY is published in July, October, January and April
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